
I N  T O D A Y ’ S  C L I M A T E

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS



ABOUT CAIR
• Mission

⚬ To enhance understanding of Islam, encourage dialogue, protect civil 
rights, and empower American Muslims. 

• Vision
⚬ To be a leading advocate for justice and mutual understanding.

• Our Areas of Impact
⚬ Protect Civil Rights & Immigrants’ Rights
⚬ Advancing Policy & Advocacy
⚬ Programs & Education
⚬ Engaging with the Media

• Local Team 
⚬ Oldest CAIR office in the country, right here in Santa Clara



DISCLAIMER

The information shared in this presentation is intended for educational 
purposes only and does not constitute legal advice. While we strive to 
ensure the material is accurate and up-to-date, laws can and do change, 
and their application may vary depending on individual circumstances.
 
Please consult with a licensed attorney or a DOJ-accredited 
representative before making any decisions or taking any actions based 
on this presentation. Receiving this information does not create an 
attorney-client relationship.



WHAT IT MEANS TO KNOW YOUR RIGHTS

•  You have rights under the Constitution, regardless of your immigration 
status

• Knowing your rights helps you protect yourself along with your family, 
friends, and community

• Exercising your rights is not only legal – it’s powerful



YOUR RIGHTS WITH LAW ENFORCEMENT

Right to Remain 
Silent

Verbalize this by 
saying, “I am 
exercising my 
right to remain 
silent.” You can 
also say, “I do not 
consent to a 
search.”

Right to an 
Attorney

Do not say or sign 
anything without 
consulting with a 
lawyer

At Home

Officers need a 
warrant or your 
consent to enter 
(unless there is an 
emergency) in 
which case you 
should never 
physically 
obstruct them

On the Street

Ask if you are 
free to leave. If 
they say yes, walk 
away calmly. If 
they say no, 
assert your rights



WHAT DOES LAW ENFORCEMENT NEED?

Law enforcement 
needs a valid judicial 

warrant.

or

Law enforcement uses 
tricks, lies and/or 

intimidation to get consent.

=

Information provided by Immigrant Defense Project and Surveillance Resistance Lab

What to Do:
• Ask to see their ID and judicial warrant through a window or to slide it under the 

door
• If there is no valid judicial warrant:

⚬ Do not open the door
⚬ Do not answer any questions or show any false documents
⚬ Do not consent to a search: “I do not give your permission to enter my home 

and I do not wish to speak to you. Please leave.” 



ICE WARRANT VS. JUDICIAL WARRANT

ICE Warrant Judicial Warrant



IF YOU ARE ARRESTED

Find Out Who 
Arrested You

Which agency 
are they with? 
SJPD, ICE, etc.

Remain Calm & 
Stay Silent

It is in your best 
interest to 
exercise your 
right to remain 
silent

Ask for a Lawyer

If you don’t have a 
lawyer, call CAIR 
at 408.986.9874

Ask For Your 
Phone Calls

Call your 
emergency contact; 
memorize this 
number

Inform Them of 
Any Health 
Conditions
Immediately



YOUR RIGHTS WHEN TRAVELING

Generally
• U.S. Citizens have an absolute right to re-enter the country
• You may be subject to secondary screening
• You can be questioned about your travel history, destination, 

and possessions
⚬ You do not have to answer questions about your political 

beliefs, religious beliefs or social media activity

Non-Citizens
• You have the right to remain silent, but Customs & Border 

Protection (CBP) may delay or deny entry if you don’t answer 
certain questions

• Do not sign anything without understanding it fully. Ask to 
speak to an attorney

• If detained, ask why and make note of the agency and 
location



SECURING YOUR DEVICES
In General
• Use strong passwords

⚬ Disable touch and/or face ID
• Avoid storing sensitive information
• If your device is taken, request a receipt and write 

down the agent's name and badge number

When Travelling
• Log out of your social media accounts
• CBP can inspect your electronic devices, but you 

can say you do not consent to a search without a 
warrant
⚬ Non-citizens should understand the risk of 

asserting this right



SAFETY PLANNING
• Know Your Rights 
• Identify a Trusted Contact Person

⚬ Keep emergency contacts written 
down & accessible

• Have Legal Aid Contact Information
• Carry Proof of Your Immigration Status

⚬ e.g. work permit, green card, etc.
• Prepare with Your Family

⚬ Plan for potential childcare needs
⚬ Share plans to travel or attend 

actions



COMMUNITY SAFETY AND SOLIDARITY

• Know Local Legal Organizations
⚬ CAIR, ACLU, SIREN, etc.

• Create a Buddy System for Travel and Events
⚬ Share location with someone you trust

• Support Others Facing Surveillance or Repression
⚬ Record injustice if you see it, safely and from a distance

• Show Up for Each Other, In Person and Online
• Get Involved in Your Local Community

⚬ Attend city council meetings
⚬ Know your neighbors



FINAL REMINDERS

• Your rights are real, even if they’re challenged
• You are not alone. We keep each other safe
• Being prepared is an act of faith and resistance
• Stay informed, stay connected, and support 

trusted organizations



Stay in Touch

THANK YOU!

Leave Us a Review

info@sfba.cair.com 
408.986.9874

ca.cair.com/sfba


